
Minutes of the Board of Trustees Meeting
Village of Kensington, 2 Nassau Drive, Great Neck, NY
Sept. 21, 2016




Present:  Mayor Susan Lopatkin, Trustees Jeffrey Greener, Darren Kaplan, Philip Bornstein and Alina Hendler. 

Mayor Lopatkin brought the meeting to order at 8:02 PM.  

On motion of Trustee Kaplan, seconded by Trustee Hendler, approve minutes from the July 13, 2016. The vote was 5 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions. Motion carried.  

Architectural Review Board:

49 Nassau Drive:  Litman :  – Present Mr. & Mrs. Litman. They are replacing nine windows with Pella windows.  Homeowners aren’t sure if they want Brown windows or White windows.  Mrs. Litman prefers Brown windows, with no grids inside glass.  In addition, they want to restore front door with a Dutch Tudor Brown color. To start keeping everything consistent the Board of Trustees preferred Brown.  The ARB originally approved white windows.  ARB co – chair Mayer agreed to allow the change to brown windows however, he wanted grids inside the windows.  On motion of Mayor Lopatkin, seconded by Trustee Hendler, approve brown windows with grids. The vote was 5 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions. Motion carried.  



35 North: Yip/Chi :- presenting Annie Lo Architect.  Six months ago they had an approved ARB plan and are now amending it to include a new two story addition, by demolishing the existing porch (sun room) in the rear yard to build a walk in closet.  They also want to widen front walk way, and side path and connect new side path to new mud room.  They also want to replace rusting iron work.  On motion of Mayor Lopatkin, seconded by Trustee Hendler approve plans as presented.  



24 North Sub division:  Back in March the Board agreed to a preliminary sub division with conditions.  All of the conditions have not been met as of tonight.  The Building Inspector is still reviewing the construction plans for both houses and has not finished.  Once the plans are approved, then a demolition permit can be issued. 

Representing the owners of 24 North is Janice Shea of Harras, Bloom & Archer LLP.  Attorneys at Law.

Ms. Shea stated that the same night the preliminary sub division was granted, the Board of Trustees first adopted a resolution to amend the fee schedule to assess a park fee in the amount of 3% of the value of the additional lot created by a subdivision plat.  Ms. Shea is representing her clients with the hope of softening that fee.   She is stating that Village Law §7-730.4 (see attached) was not followed as it is specifically written, and that the Village of Kensington may not have properly adopted the March Fee amendment.  Since Village attorney Peter Mineo is not in attendance this evening, we will have to go over the information provided by Ms. Shea when he is available.  

Mayor Lopatkin stated the properties in the Village of Kensington are selling for over $1,000,000.00 and those are being demolished for new houses.  The value depends on the location of the house, proximity to station and to temples, grading of land and other factors.  Many houses in similar locations sold for over 1.2 million, and were subsequently demolished.  Therefore, the value of a level, square and accessible building lot is at minimum to be worth $1,000,000 and a $30,000.00 fee is very fair.  Ms. Shea said her clients did not budget for this fee and would like to pay $24,000.00 as a fee, but as a compromise they will pay $27,000.00.  At this time, the Board of Trustees has no choice but to table this conversation until this can be addressed with Village Attorney Mineo.  


Village Audit Report:  Village is doing well.  Financial highlights:  ended the year $41,000.00 ahead of last year.  Revenues are up from budget $172,000.00 and expenses are less than we budgeted by $52,000.00.  There was one audit comment that needs to be addressed.  We rely on the police to give us their accrued overtime, personal, sick, comp time as they are responsible for monitoring these amounts.  The auditors are proposing we have someone monitor this information.  Mayor Lopatkin will look into this.  

Nassau Drive Parking:  A survey was sent from West to East on Nassau drive to see what residents thought about the parking situation.  A number of different suggestions were included in the survey, but only two residents responded.   The police have advised us that the current temporary no parking signs have been working well, and we should consider making it permanent.  After much discussion amongst the Board a local law was introduced by Mayor Lopatkin that states the following; parking of the North side of Nassau Drive from East to West Drive on Sundays between 9 am-12 pm is permanently eliminated and parking in front of 8 Nassau Drive is also permanently eliminated on Sundays from 9 am – 12 pm Seconded, by Trustee Kaplan.  The public hearing will be held next month on October 19, 2016 at 8:00PM. The vote was 5 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions. Motion carried.  


	Mayor Lopatkin read a letter from Rachel Novriely regarding the loss of her personal property from her car in the Kensington pool parking lot.  She would like to be reimbursed since there are no signsanywhere stating we are not responsible for valuables left in the car.  The Board acknowledged the Village is not responsible for this and that she should consult with her insurance company.

	The Village received a request from Mr. & Mrs. Ostrow of 32 Arleigh Road for reimbursement of the bldg. department fee they paid up front since the project they were paying for has been abandoned due to medical issues.  The Mayor reported that she discussed this with the building inspector, and he told her that they didn’t submit construction drawings and hence he didn’t do any work.  However, he noted that other municipalities do not refund fees once they were paid.  After discussion, the board voted to return $6,128.00, and retain 25% of the fee as forfeit.  The board was concerned in setting a precedent if all the fees were refunded. 


	Generators:  - Three years ago, we applied for a grant with the Hazard mitigation program for the state and county.  WE have not heard anything from them. Since we budgeted for this expense we bid out three generators from three different vendors. 
   Systematic Control – Kohler generator @ 14KW $12,750.00
    	   JHACS – Generac 06459 generator @ 16KW $11,600.00
                 Albertson Electric – Generac Guardian 14KW @ $10,880.00
Although Albertson was the lowest bidder, Trustee Bornstein made a motion to use JHACS, seconded by Trustee Kaplan because the generator is larger and will take care of the top and bottom floors of the village hall.  The vote was 5 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions. Motion carried.  






Susan Lopatkin Mayor’s Update:  
We have $150,000.00 from the incentive Bonus provided by the selling of 73 Arleigh Road, the best idea would be to use the money to renovate the upstairs of the Village Hall for the employees of the Village (predominantly the Police), and make a storage space for the Village. 

There was a request to put a pool into the basement of 45 North drive.  There is nothing in our code that says there can be no in ground pool inside houses.  The Building Inspector has to do an investigation regarding this matter due to the springs running  under the Village at various locations.

Great Neck Community fund is requesting a donation.  The Board has decided not to participate as we don’t contribute to any not or profit or charitable organizations.

There is a run off situation occurring at 84 Nassau Drive caused by depressed Belgium block from 80 Nassau and 78 Nassau Drive, we have to fix this. We received three bids, to fix the situation:  DeVia Brothers $1,007.00, 3,200.00 McGowan and 3,400.00 from Cowbay.  On motion of Mayor Lopatkin, seconded by Trustee Bornstein, award the job to DeVia Brothers for $1007.00. The vote was 5 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions. Motion carried.  

The top corner of the Village Hall is falling apart.  We called Al Johnson to see if they can fix it.  He has looked at the roof and has quoted $5,000.00.  On motion of Trustee Bornstein, seconded by Trustee Hendler, hire Al Johnson Construction to fix the problem.  The vote was 5 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions. Motion carried.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Led Lights:  There was mixed report on the sample LED lights which were installed on a trial basis at 60 and 64 Beverly Road.  The vote was split between the police, the board of trustees and the public works supervisor.  Some of the police officers pointed out that although the light is cleaner, the wattage is lower, and therefore less of the street and the sidewalks are illuminated.    Albertson Electric told us the wattage they put in the two sample lights was the highest wattage we could get in our current fixtures.  To purchase new fixtures for 244 lamps would cost over $180,000.00.  The Board decided to leave the lights the way they are now, our annual electric bill for street lighting is approximately $11,000 and it didn’t make sense to spend $180,000 to change the fixtures. The grant of $40,000.00 we were going to use for the LED lights has to be used for something else now. The Village Clerk will call the County to find out if we can use that money for sidewalks, or restoration of the Village Hall. 


Filming Permits: We should raise the cost of the street closing part of the filming permit. To be discussed at a later date. 

Alina Hendler Tree Commissioner:   Nothing to report this evening.  

Darren Kaplan Building Commissioner:  Nothing to report this evening.


Jeff Greener and Phil Bornstein Pool Commissioners:  Stu has moved out of state.  He says he will be back, however there is always a chance he will not be back.  We should keep in touch with him and be ready to start looking for a replacement if needed.  



Jeff Greener beautification:  
Swings will cost between $2-3,000.00 at the playground for next year.  We should also replace the entire structure that is unsafe.  A discount of 40% is good until the end of Oct. 2016. Jeff will call Kenny (from American Recreational Products) to see what we should get and then run it by Alina and bring it to the next Board meeting.  


On motion of Mayor Lopatkin seconded by Trustee Kaplan to accept the Police, Village Justice and Treasurers reports. The vote was 5 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions. Motion carried. 


Open Time: Nothing this evening.




On motion of Mayor Lopatkin, seconded by Trustee Kaplan adjourn the meeting at 10:00 PM. 

